















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































biology and wildlife ecology.

Dr. Gordon Reeves, USDA Pacific NW Research Station--Expertise in
fisheries biology and aquatic biology.

Dr. Charles Slaughter, University of Idaho--Expertise in hydrology.
Dr. John Stednick, Colorado State University--Expertise in hydrology
and biogeochemistry.

Dr. Roy Stein, Ohio State University--Expertise in fisheries and
aquatic biology.

Dr. William Stubblefield, Oregon State University--Expertise in aquatic
biology and ecotoxicology.

Dr. Dirk van Zyl, University of British Columbia--Expertise in mining.
Dr. Phyllis Weber Scannell--Expertise in aquatic ecology and
ecotoxicology.

Dr. Paul Whitney--Expertise in wildlife ecology and ecotoxicology.

Dated: June 29, 2012.
Darrell Winner,
Acting Director, National Center for Environmental Assessment.
[FR Doc. 2012-16441 Filed 7-5-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P
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Conflict of Interest Memorandum: Task Orders
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Conflict of Interest Statement for Task Orders

The contractor shall include a conflict of interest certification in all task orders in accordance with
EPAAR 1552.209-71 and the Section B Clause “Ordering Procedures.”

Prior to selecting expert panelists/peer reviewers, the contractor shall perform an evaluation to determine
the existence of an actual or potential COI for each potential reviewer. The financial and professional
information obtained by the Contractor as part of the evaluation to determine the existence of an actual
or potential conflict of interest is considered private and nondisclosable to outside entities except as
required by law and/or regulation.

The contractor shall ensure that potential peer reviewers will not have an actual or potential conflict of
interest if they are selected to participate in a peer review. When determining if a proposed peer
reviewer may have an actual or potential conflict of interest, the contractor shall incorporate the
following yes/no questions (a — i) for all individuals, and requests for supporting information (j — r) for
task orders involving public peer review meetings into its established process to evaluate and
determine the presence of an actual or potential COL

Conflict of Interest Analysis

To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any connection between the

subject topic and any of your and/or your spouse’s compensated or
uncompensated employment, including government service, during the past 24
months?

b. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any connection between the
subject topic and any of your and/or your spouse’s research support and
project funding, including from any government source, during the past 24
months?

¢. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any connection between the
subject topic and any consulting by you and/or your spouse, during the past 24
months?

d. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any connection between the
subject topic and any expert witness activity by you and/or your spouse,
during the past 24 months?

e. To the best of your knowledge and belief, have you, your spouse, or
dependent child, held in the past 24 months, any financial holdings (excluding
well-diversified mutual funds and holdings, with a value less than $15,000)
with any connection to the subject topic?

f. Have you made any public statements or taken positions on or closely related
to the subject topic under review?

g. Have you had previous involvement with the development of the document
(or review materials) you have been asked to review?

h. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any other information that
might reasonably raise a question about an actual or potential personal conflict
of interest or bias?

EPA Peer Review Handbook: Conflict of Interest Memoranda for 1Sl J-3
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Conflict of Interest Analysis

i. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any financial benefit that
might be gained by you or your spouse as a result of the outcome of this
review?

Information to be collected from panel members:

j.  Compensated and noncompensated employment—for panel member and spouse—sources of
compensated and uncompensated employment, including government service, for the preceding
2 years, including a brief description of work.

k. Research funding—for panel member—sources of research support and project funding,
including from any government source, for the preceding 2 years for which the panel member
served as the Principal Investigator, Significant Collaborator, or Project Manager or Director.
For panel member’s spouse, a general description of research and project activities in the
preceding 2 years.

1. Consulting—for panel member—compensated consulting activities during the preceding 2
years, including names of clients if compensation provided 15% or more of annual
compensation. For panel member’s spouse, a general description of consulting activities for the
preceding 2 years.

m. Expert witness activities—for panel member—sources of compensated expert witness activities
and a brief description of issue and testimony. For panel member’s spouse, a general
description of expert testimony provided in the preceding 2 years.

n. Assets: Stocks, Bonds, Real Estate, Business, Patents, Trademarks and Royalties—for panel
member, spouse and dependent children—specific financial holdings that collectively had a fair
market value greater than $15,000 at any time during the preceding 24-month period (excluding
well-diversified mutual funds, money market funds, treasury bonds and personal residence).

o. Liabilities—for panel member, spouse and dependent children—Tliabilities over $10,000 owed
at any lime in the preceding 12 months (excluding a mortgage on personal residence, home
equity loans, automobile and consumer loans).

p. Public statements—a brief description of public statements and/or positions on, or closely
related to, the matter under review by the panel member.

q. Involvement with document under review—a brief description of any previous involvement of
the panel member with the development of the document (or review materials) the individual
has been asked to review.

r. Other potentially relevant information—a brief description of any other information that might
reasonably raise a question about actual or potential personal conflict of interest or bias.

Further, the contractor shall require that panel members sign a statement that says the panel member is
not currently arranging new professional relationships with, or obtaining new financial holdings in, an
entity, which is not yet reported and which could be viewed as related to the topic under discussion or
stakeholders associated with the topic.
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Conflict of Interest Memorandum: Certification
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Conflict of Interest Inquiry

You have been requested by EPA to serve as a Peer Reviewer for , and your involvement
in certain activities could pose a conflict of interest or create the appearance of a loss of impartiality in
your review. Although your involvement in these activities is not necessarily grounds for exclusion from
the peer review, affiliations or activities that could potentially lead to conflicts of interest are included in
the table.

Please complete the table and sign the certification below. If you have any questions, contact [point of
contact at EPA Office] at your earliest convenience to discuss any potential conflict of interest issues.

0 0 A
YES | NO

a. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any connection between the subject topic
and any of your and/or your spouse’s compensated or uncompensated employment,
including government service, during the past 24 months?

b. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any connection between the subject topic
and any of your and/or your spouse’s research support and project funding, including from
any government source, during the past 24 months?

c. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any connection between the subject topic
and any consulting by you and/or your spouse, during the past 24 months?

d. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any connection between the subject topic
and any expert witness activity by you and/or your spouse, during the past 24 months?

e. To the best of your knowledge and belief, have you, your spouse, or dependent child, held
in the past 24 months, any financial holdings (excluding well-diversified mutual funds and
holdings, with a value less than $15,000) with any connection to the subject topic?

f. Have you made any public statements or taken positions on or closely related to the subject
topic under review?

g. Have you had previous involvement with the development of the document (or review
materials) you have been asked to review?

h. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any other information that might
reasonably raise a question about an actual or potential personal conflict of interest or bias?

i. To the best of your knowledge and belief, is there any financial benefit that might be
gained by you or your spouse as a result of the outcome of this review?

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that I have read the above statements and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, no
conflict of interest exists that may diminish my capacity to provide an impartial, technically sound,
objective review of the subject matter or otherwise result in a biased opinion.

(Name — please print)

(Signature)

(Date)
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What Did You Think?

We strive to constantly provide the highest level of value for you. Please take a few minutes
to tell us about your experience using this product.

To be taken to a short consumer satisfaction survey, please click here or copy and paste the
following URL into your browser:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OS Aconsumerfdbck?
product=Science and Technology Policy Council Peer Review Handbook 4th Edition

Thank you for your feedback.

Sincerely,
Office of the Science Advisor

United States Environmental Protection Agency
www.epa.gov/OSA@epa.gov
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